[Late revelation of air embolism after transthoracic needle biopsy].
Percutaneous transthoracic needle biopsy is a useful and common procedure in the investigation of a lung nodule. The occurrence of air embolism after percutaneous transthoracic needle biopsy is extremely rare. We report a 62-year-old woman who presented with neurological signs including restlessness, meningeal signs and focal neurologic deficits 4 hours after percutaneous transthoracic lung biopsy, related to air embolism. The outcome was favorable with hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Percutaneous transthoracic needle biopsy complicated by air embolism has been rarely reported. It usually occurs within minutes after the biopsy. The late onset of this adverse event in our patient is exceptional. Air embolism occurs more frequently after biopsy of lung infiltrates compared to nodules. Occurrence of a pneumothorax or an intraalveolar haemorrhage following a percutaneous transthoracic needle biopsy may be warning manifestations and justify a close monitoring.